
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Palestinian Refugees Rally in Sweden after Authorities Deny Them Right to 

Asylum 

• 56 Palestinians from Syria Drowned on Migration Route 

• Relief Items Distributed to Displaced Families North of Syria 
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Latest Developments 

UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, Christian Saunders, said 

Palestine refugees in Jordan, including Palestine Refugees from 

Syria (PRS), face social and economic hardships with dwindling 

employment opportunities, particularly for women and young 

people.  

“The agency’s severe financial shortfall threatens our ability to 

sustain our operations and our ability to deliver humanitarian 

assistance, even to the most vulnerable of the vulnerable”, said 

Saunders as part of his end-of-year message. 

 

“Despite the challenging political environment and difficult socio-

economic conditions, I continue to be amazed by the dignity, 

determination and resourcefulness of the Palestine refugee women, 

men and children”, he said. “Everywhere I go in our five areas of 

operations, I am reminded of the enormous resilience it takes to be 

a Palestine refugee, as I am reminded of the essential role played by 

UNRWA and the services we provide in contributing to that 

resilience.” 

He hailed the overwhelming support of 170 states that voted for the 

renewal of UNRWA’s mandate for another three years at the United 



 

Nations General Assembly earlier last month, which he said is also 

an acknowledgement of the continued need for UNRWA’s services 

and for the rights of Palestine refugees to be preserved until there is 

a just and durable solution to their plight. 

Last year, in its 2019 Syria Regional Crisis Emergency Appeal, 

UNRWA said 100% of PRS in Jordan need to receive one or more 

UNRWA emergency assistance interventions especially during 

winter. 30% are highly vulnerable and 31% of recorded PRS are 

members of female-headed households, which increases their 

vulnerability. 

Due to new arrivals and natural population growth, the number of 

PRS recorded with the UNRWA in Jordan increased from 16,779 

individuals in October 2017 to 17,719 at the end of October 2018. 

PRS who have entered from Syria and remain in Jordan irregularly 

are living under continuous risk of arrest, detention and potential 

for forced return to Syria. Their lack of legal status and 

corresponding protection risks in Jordan are a source of major 

concern to UNRWA. 

After eight years of conflict, Palestinian refugees in and from Syria 

continue to face significant humanitarian and protection needs. In 

the absence of a durable political settlement, intense hostilities and 

violence resulting in deaths and injuries, internal displacement, loss 

of livelihoods, decreases in the provision of public services, and 

extensive damage to civilian infrastructure have disrupted the lives 

of civilians and severely undermined coping mechanisms. 



 

According to the Agency’s database, of the estimated 438,000 

Palestine refugees remaining inside Syria, over 95 per cent 

(418,000) are in critical need of sustained humanitarian assistance. 

Some 254,000 Palestine refugees have been displaced at least once 

since the beginning of the conflict and an estimated 13,500 are 

trapped in hard-to reach or inaccessible locations. 

In another development, Palestinian refugees have staged a 

vigil in Gustaf Adolfs torg, a town square located in central 

Gothenburg, Sweden, protesting the rejection of their applications 

for asylum by the Swedish migration authorities. 

Members of the Asylum Seekers Association in Sweden said local 

authorities have been treating their demands on a political basis, 

rather than a humanitarian or legal basis. They added that most 

demands are rejected without taking into consideration the 

humanitarian conditions of the refugees. 

 

Over recent years, several Palestinian refugees have been denied 

asylum in European countries and received immediate deportation 

orders. 



 

56 Palestinians from Syria, mostly women, children, and elderly 

refugees, drowned onboard the death boats to Europe, fleeing the 

tattered Syrian territories. 

A number of casualties breathed their last off the Libyan seashores 

on way to Italy while others sunk in Marmara waters as they tried to 

reach the Greek coast. Dozens of migrants have gone missing. 

In the meantime, the Palestinians of Syria Commission for 

Relief and Development distributed food items to displaced 

Palestinian and Syrian families in northern Syria. 

Families taking shelter in Efrin region and Maarat AlNu’men, north 

of Syria, received meat portions. 

Meals were also delivered to displaced families in Kalili town, in 

Idlib’s outskirts. Makeshift tents were set up in Maarat AlN’uma 

city. 

Palestinian refugees sheltered north of Syria have been enduring a 

tragic situation. Most of them have been crammed in under-

equipped tents and denied access to vital services. The families 

continue to slam UNRWA for failing to hand them over much-

needed cash aids, medical items, and relief services. 

 


