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Latest Developments 

Activists and displaced families have called on local authorities in 

Damascus to reactivate the local committee which was previously 

tasked with administering civilians’ affairs in Yarmouk Camp. 

They said the service department assigned by Damascus 

Governorate has failed to take note of civilians’ needs and hinder 

the return of displaced families. 

Palestinian families continue to call on the concerned authorities 

to allow them a safe return to their homes in Yarmouk Camp, in 

Damascus, and to press ahead with reconstruction projects. 

On February 4, 2019, a petition was handed over by the residents 

to Damascus governor Adel Anwar AlAlabi, urging local authorities 

to smooth the return of displaced families to their homes. 

The 200-page petition, signed by 3,000 residents of Yarmouk 

Camp, called on the Syrian authorities to work on facilitating their 

immediate return to their homes and to rehabilitate destroyed 

infrastructure and facilities. 

The residents expressed their readiness for voluntary work and to 

actively take part in reconstruction works. 

Last year, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

(UNITAR) published the results of an assessment of the damage to 

Syrian cities caused by seven years of relentless bombardment by 

the incumbent regime and its allies since 2011. 



 

The analysis found out that as many as 5,489 buildings were 

destroyed in Yarmouk Camp for Palestinian refugees. The damage 

atlas used satellite-detected damage analysis to identify buildings 

that are either destroyed, or severely or moderately damaged. 

Most of Palestinian families taking shelter south of Damascus fled 

Yarmouk as a result of the tough blockade imposed by the 

government troops and also after ISIS grabbed hold of the camp on 

April 1, 2015. 

Scores of other stranded families fled the camp following the 33-

day military operation launched by the government forces on April 

19, 2018. The Syrian government regained control over the camp 

and southern Damascus towns following the military operation. 

Dozens of civilians were killed and dozens more injured. Over 80% 

of buildings have gone either totally or partially destroyed. 

Meanwhile, over 10 Palestinian refugees have sustained pulmonary 

infection after they contracted the novel coronavirus in Deraa 

camp for Palestinian refugees, south of Syria. 

The infected persons are being home-quarantined in dire 

conditions as they cannot afford to buy oxygen cylinders and 

medicines. 

Confirmed coronavirus cases have been increasingly reported in 

Palestinian refugee camps in Syria, at a time when residents have 

been launching cries for help over the absence of hygiene kit and 

medicines. 



 

Civilians continue to slam UNRWA’s apathy, saying an urgent 

action is needed to save the displacement camps. 

Over recent months, AGPS has warned that a projected outbreak of 

COVID-19 in Palestinian refugee camps in Syria would be 

catastrophic. Though campaigns to help spread awareness among 

the camps’ residents have recently seen the day, limited access to 

running water, pharmacies and medical facilities mean 

displacement camps are more susceptible to the spread of the 

highly infectious virus. 

Displacement camps set up in northern Syria are especially 

vulnerable as most hospitals and medical facilities have been 

bombed, rendering them out of order. 

Along similar lines, a state of panic has overwhelmed Jaramana 

camp for Palestinian refugees in Syria as armed gangsters have 

been stealing civilian property and burglarizing homes. 

Over recent days, cases of property-theft have been reported in the 

camp. 

The gangsters are also reportedly involved in drug trafficking. 

Recently, they attempted to rape a girl. Two members of the gang 

were arrested. 

Over recent years, residents of Jaramana Camp have launched 

cries for help over the dire socio-economic conditions, high 

unemployment rates, poor infrastructure, steep rental fees, and 

chronic water crisis rocking the area. 



 

Jaramana camp is 8km from Damascus on the road to Damascus 

International Airport.  The camp was established in 1948. 

UN data indicates that before the start of the conflict in 2011, there 

were over 18,000 Palestine refugees living in Jaramana camp. 

During the Syrian crisis, the number of Palestine refugees in the 

camp and the surrounding area increased to 49,000 due to an 

influx of displaced Palestine refugees from other areas, including 

the camp of Yarmouk.  As a result, Jaramana has become one of 

the most densely populated areas of Damascus. 

Many of the refugees worked as street vendors, government 

employees or in nearby industrial plants. Some inhabitants find 

work in the informal sector through collecting garbage for 

recycling. The majority of women are domestic workers in 

Damascus to supplement family income. Like other areas in Syria, 

displacement, unemployment, inflation, protection and security 

risks are among the main concerns shared by Palestine refugees 

and Syrians alike. 

This is not the first time that UNRWA operations in the camp were 

affected; the construction of a highway to Jaramana in 2006 meant 

that parts of the community centre, a health centre, a sanitation 

office, the newly installed sewerage network, urban development 

projects and schools had to be vacated. This was accompanied by a 

large number of refugee families being moved to a nearby new 

government housing project in the Palestine refugee gathering of 

al-Husseinieh or to shelters in the nearby villages and camps. 



 

The camp occupies an area of 0.03 square kilometres.  Historically, 

the camp has been inhabited by those displaced by the conflict in 

1948, as well as Palestinians who had taken refuge in the Golan 

Heights and were displaced as a result of the 1967 hostilities. 

In another development, Palestinian refugee families sheltered in 

AlHusainiya camp have been overburdened by the costs of private 

tutoring. 

Several families have been forced to pay for private courses due to 

their children’s weak performance and the poor-quality input 

delivered at local schools. 

Upon more than one occasion, UNRWA has raised alarm bells over 

the striking upsurge in the rate of school dropouts among the 

Palestinians of Syria, several among whom have left schools to help 

feeding their impoverished families in unemployment-stricken 

refugee camps. 

  


